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THE PRIVILEGE AGAINST SELF-INCRIMINATION: AN
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM
On February 19 and 20, 1960, Northwestern
University School of Law conducted an Inter-
national Conference on Criminal Law Adminis-
tration. With the aid of a grant from the Ford
Foundation, lawyers and professors from the
United States and seven foreign countries were
brought to the Law School for this meeting, which
was one of a series of conferences and lectures
during 1959 and 1960 sponsored by the school in
observance of its one-hundredth anniversary.
The general objectives of the International
Conference were (1) to discuss and analyze the
laws or rules prevailing in the United States with
respect to certain troublesome areas of criminal
law administration and (2) to appraise such laws
and rules in light of the practices and procedures
of other countries.
One of the subjects discussed at the International
Conference was "The Concept of the Privilege
Against Self-Incrimination." In this connection,
four general questions were posed:
(1) Is the privilege worthy of retention?
(2) If retained, what should be its scope, and
what limitations, if any, should be applied
in its interpretation?
(3) Under a system of dual sovereignties (e.g.
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federal and state), should each sovereign
include within the privilege granted by it
the possibility of incrimination under the
laws of other sovereigns?
(4) To what extent does this concept prevail in
foreign countries? Is its absence com-
pensated for in any other way? Has its
absence led to abuses by police and pros-
ecution?
The papers of the conference participants dealing
with these and related problems are reproduced
in the following pages. A brief summary of the
American law with respect to the privilege ap-
pears at the outset. This is followed by the policy-
oriented papers of the two American participants
in the Conference who discussed self-incrimination,
Professor John T. McNaughton of the Harvard
Law School and Attorney General Louis C. Wy-
man of New Hampshire. The symposium con-
cludes with reports by the seven foreign
participants concerning the status of the privilege
against self-incrimination in their countries.
Subsequent numbers of the Journal will contain
the papers of the American and foreign partici-
pants in the Conference dealing with the problems
of "Police Arrest Privileges," "Police Interroga
tion Privileges and Limitations," and "The
Exclusionary Rule Regarding Illegally Seized
Evidence."-EDITOR.
